BEYOND
BLACK BUCK?

RAf plans for a hemispherical vulcan raid on argentina, 1982
Following his article in TAH40 on a recently discovered RAF proposal to use Buccaneers to
attack the Argentinian Navy’s aircraft carrier in home waters during the 1982 Falklands
conflict, CHRIS GIBSON reveals how a three-option scheme was also produced for a Vulcan
bombing raid on the Argentinian mainland, incorporating a return to the UK — via Hawaii . . .

I

N TAH40 THE author revealed the existence
of a newly discovered document from May
1982, outlining the potential for an attack by
RAF Blackburn/Hawker Siddeley Buccaneers
on Argentinian naval units in the country’s
territorial waters (see Pirates of the South Atlantic).
Over the years since the Falklands conflict of
1982, a plan to raid Argentina’s mainland airfields
has been discussed in books, newspapers and
internet forums, but no hard evidence has been
found for such a plan’s existence. The received
wisdom at the time was — and has been since —
that an attack on Argentinian airfields would not
only have been provocative, but also illegal, and
would have produced little effect for the effort
expended. However, the threat to these airfields
would have been perceived in Buenos Aires as
real and, had such an operation been sanctioned
by Whitehall, it would have led to the most
ambitious bombing raid ever.

the smoking gun?

Inside an otherwise dull file on post-Falklands
air-to-air refuelling requirements in The National
Archives at Kew sits a map. This is in a different
file from the Buccaneer map described in TAH40,

but shows the same outline of the South American
continent with lines drawn on it and bears the
title: “Outline Plan For Vulcan Raid On Argentine
Airfields Then Recover to Concepción, Chile”.
The map shows a route, with four fueltransfer areas labelled, heading south-west from
Ascension Island beyond the Falkland Islands. At
a point east of the Bahía Grande, the line splits
three ways: the first turns west to the Base Aérea
Militar (BAM) at San Julián; the second southwest towards BAM Río Gallegos, while the third
turns south-south-west towards Base Aéronaval
(BA) Río Grande. The three air bases, two Fuerza
Aérea Argentina (FAéA — Argentinian Air Force)
and one Comando de la Aviación Naval (COAN
— Argentinian Naval Aviation Command)
respectively, are marked on the map, inked-in as
triangles on the east coast of Patagonia in the far
south of Argentina.
The operation was to be conducted by a single
Avro Vulcan B.2, which would attack the target,
fly west over Argentinian territory and across the
Andes to the coast of Chile, before turning north
up the Pacific coast to land at the Chilean port of
Concepción, with Santiago, the Chilean capital, as
an alternative recovery base. After refuelling and

OPPOSITE PAGE The original Air Staff map found in a file regarding air-to-air refuelling requirements at The
National Archives, detailing the “Outline Plan For Vulcan Raid on Argentine Airfields . . .”. The plan incorporates
three options, the third of which would have called for one of the longest-distance bombing raids ever undertaken.
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