3 EDITOR’S LETTER
6 AIR CORRESPONDENCE
12 OUR MAN IN THE MIDDLE EAST

The late David Lockspeiser recalls a memorable Hawker
liaison tour of 1959, which included an unexpected detour
to Burma to investigate a series of Sea Fury crashes

20 OVER THE WEATHER

Edward M. Young details the pioneering high-altitude
weather research work undertaken by TWA in the 1930s, in
which pilot “Tommy” Tomlinson pushed himself to the limit

30 SQUARE PEG . . . ROUND HOLE

Canadian aviation historian Donald Nijboer explains why
the sparkling Spitfire proved to be a dismal divebomber,
despite the valiant efforts of Canada’s No 126 Wing

38 THE SCARFACE KLAN
Warren E. Thompson chronicles the 18-month Vietnam
campaign of US Marine Corps HueyCobra unit HML-367

48 OVER THE PASS AND DOWN THE VALLEY

We open a new series, featuring images from recently-
discovered rolls of film taken by renowned British aviation
journalist John Stroud, with a DC-3 trip to the Hindu Kush

56 FROM SWORDFISH TO FIREFLY

In the concluding half of his biography of British test pilot
Duncan Menzies, Matthew Willis looks at the Fairey years
— including a hair-raising close-call in a Fulmar

66 AN EYE FOR DETAIL: JOB DONE!

Juanita Franzi’s series on lesser-known markings continues
with the temporary scheme adopted by a pair of RAAF
DHC-4 Caribous on departing Papua New Guinea in 1975

68 THE ICARUS COMPLEX

Between Kelly Johnson’s cutting-edge U-2 and SR-71
designs for Lockheed sits the outlandish hydrogen-fuelled
CL-400 Suntan project; Dr David Baker tells the full story

80 SWEDEN’S FORGOTTEN DESIGNER

Although born in Austria, designer Edmund Sparmann
spent most of his career in Sweden, where he designed
the attractive Sparmann S 1-A, as Jan Forsgren relates

86 VIS — THE ALLIES’ ADRIATIC EYRIE

Bob Livingstone profiles the wartime use of the Adriatic
island of Vis off the Yugoslavian coast, which served as an
invaluable emergency landing field for stricken Allied aircraft

98 A PARIS AVEC LES SOVIETS

In 1965 the Soviet Union turned up mob-handed at the Paris
Air Salon with a brace of its latest civil aircraft; Thomas
Newdick reveals why it was more than merely posturing

108 BLOWTORCHES & BIG BIRDS

Rounding off his two-part series on Alaska’s Ladd Field and
the cold-weather testing units based there, Dave Stern
takes a look at the post-war years of “Sub-Zero Inc”

120 ARMCHAIR AVIATION
125 LOST & FOUND

126 ECHOES FROM DAWN SKIES: HALFORD SAVES
THE DAY Our serialisation of British pioneer FW. Merriam’s
long-lost manuscript of memories from his contemporaries
continues with Frank Halford’s recollection of Amy Johnson’s
record-setting flight to Africa in a Puss Moth in 1932

130 OFF THE BEATEN TRACK
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