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3 EDITOR’S LETTER
6 AIR CORRESPONDENCE
10 BANG vs BUCK
Professor Keith Hayward FRAeS digs deep into the 
archives to investigate why only two of the five crew 
members of the RAF’s V-bombers were provided with 
ejection-seats — an issue of practicality or cost?

22 V FOR VINDICTIVE
One of the Royal Navy’s first aircraft carriers, HMS 
Vindictive saw action in the Baltic in 1919 and went on to 
become a pioneer of aircraft catapult operations. Aidan 
Dodson tells the full story of this oft-forgotten pioneer

34 LÉON-ARSÈNE BRISSARD
Jean-Christophe Carbonel’s Ces Hommes Magnifiques 
series on early French aviation makes a return with 
Léon-Arsène Brissard’s ducted-fan contraption of 1914

40 GET SMART! 
Continuing our series on British aerial weapons, master 
illustrator Ian Bott joins forces with Chris Gibson to 
describe the development and operation of the American-
designed but British-built Paveway laser-guided bomb

52 WINGS OVER PERU: THE CURTISS HAWK BIPLANE
Amaru Tincopa’s occasional series on the history of 
Peruvian military aviation focuses this time on the Curtiss 
Hawk biplane in Cuerpo de Aviación del Perú service 

62 AMERICA’S WHIRLYBIRD AIRLINES Pt 1
Renowned American airline historian David H. Stringer 
opens a new two-part series on the genesis and develop-
ment of the USA’s commercial rotary-wing operators

72 GREAT EXPECTATIONS
Using recently discovered documents and illustrations, 
Tony Buttler AMRAeS explores Australia’s ambitious 
Commonwealth CA-23 post-war indigenous jet fighter 
project and the UK Ministry of Supply’s evalution of it

84 METAMORPHOSIS: FROM AEROVAN TO SKYVAN
In the first half of a two-part article, former Shorts Flight 
Engineer Graham Skillen charts the transition from Miles’s 
post-war Aerovan to its 1960s progeny, the Shorts Skyvan

96 THE BRITISH ARMY & THE JUMPING JEEP
Project Prodigal called for an all-terrain vehicle capable of 
sustained flight for the British Army. Chris Gibson takes a 
look at the ambitious proposals of Handley Page and BAC   

106 PRIZE PIPISTRELLO! 
Andrew Thomas and Giovanni Massimello relate how an 
Italian bomber raid on an RAF base in Aden in June 1940 
led to the first wartime capture of an Italian aircraft

112 PUSHING THE ENVELOPE
Having acquired a set of flight-test reports written by the 
pilots of the Royal Aircraft Establishment’s Aero Flight, we 
open a new series in association with the Farnborough Air 
Sciences Trust, in which we present the reports verbatim. We 
begin with the carrier trials of the Supermarine Type 510

120 ARMCHAIR AVIATION
125 LOST & FOUND
126 LE FIASCO!
The late Cdr John Ford recalls his participation in the 1959 
Daily Mail Blériot Anniversary Air Race in a Tiger Moth

130 OFF THE BEATEN TRACK
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